Maria De Jesus Salazar
December 20, 1932 - January 3, 2023

Maria De Jesus Salazar, age 90, of Ozark, Arkansas, passed away from this
life and into God’s beautiful rest, Tuesday, January 3, 2023, in Bentonville,
Arkansas, surrounded by her loving family. She was born December 20, 1932
in Cuatro Ciengas, Coahuila, Mexico to Maria Luisa Valerio and Cruz Polano
Valerio. As a young lady, Maria migrated to the United States with her
husband Juan R. Salazar in pursuit of a better life for their family and the
“American Dream”. Following various work opportunities across the United
States, they found the place they would forever call “Home” and settled in
Ozark, Arkansas in May of 1959 and fulfilled their dream of becoming U.S.
citizens on August 28, 1968. Maria worked on various farms and ranches with
her husband, worked at Garan Manufacturing in Ozark, and worked for Tyson
Foods in Clarksville, Arkansas from which she retired. She was a member of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Altus, Arkansas, a proud Christian, and
American. Maria had several of her children, grandchildren, and extended
families serve at home and overseas for their country in the United States
Army, Navy, Airforce, and Marines. She loved her husband, children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, and friends
whole-heartedly. She wasted no opportunity to spend time with them and
celebrated life with every chance she had by cooking for them, visiting,
laughing, singing, and dancing with them. Maria was a master chef in her
kitchen and her food was famously loved by all her family and friends. She
was a superior seamstress, a quilter, and would create beautiful clothing,



quilts, and other sewn items for her family and friends. She loved spending
time in her flower beds and was known to be a green thumb, being able to
make anything grow and flourish. Her passion and talent were made evident
by the beautiful blooms of roses, four-o-clocks, gladiolas, and various other
flowers and plants in her gardens.

Maria is preceded in death by her parents, Luisa and Cruz Valerio; her loving
husband, Juan Rivera Salazar; brother-in-law, Jesus Salazar; three sisters,
Socorro Rodriguez, Ramona Valerio, and Maria Inocencia Santos; son-in-law,
David R. Norris; two grandsons, David R. Norris Il and Preston Riley; and
great grandson, Brennan James Tull.

Maria is survived by her sister, Maria Luisa Mojica of San Antonio, Texas;
brother, Jesus Valerio of Nuevo Laredo, Mexico; sister-in-law, Christina
Salazar of Altus; brother-in-law, Thomas Salazar and wife Juanita of Van
Buren, Arkansas; four daughters, Maggie Higgins and husband Avery of
Ozark, Lety Salazar of Ozark, Maria “Pita” Jones of Bella Vista, Arkansas, and
Juanita Horne and husband Vernon of Ozark; four sons, Charlie Salazar and
wife Rocio of Ozark, Jose Salazar and wife Patty of Ozark, Ricky Salazar and
wife Vicky of Mulberry, Arkansas, and Mickey Salazar and wife Laura of
Ozark; 42 grandchildren, Daniel Tull, Jessica Brown, Nicholas Norris, Trenta
Norris, Elijah Salazar, Evan Salazar, Raphael Salazar, Mandy Salazar, Lynda
Ward, Rikki Tryba, Ethan Morton, Zack Case, Xavier Salazar, Savanna Davis,
Olivia Salazar, Andrea Noetzol, Rachel Murphy, Matthew Sword, Chris
Salazar, Tristan Salazar, Asha Brantley, Chance Savell, Chelsea Riley, Ashley
Russell, Anissa Horne, Joel David Horne, Stephanie Sampley, Alisha
Thompson, and Kaylie Gallegos; 41 great grandchildren, nine great-great
grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews, a host of in laws, great friends,
and church family

Rosary service will be 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. Thursday, January 5, 2023, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church 5118 St. Mary’s Lane in Altus.



Funeral service will be 10:00 A.M. Friday, January 6, 2023, at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, with Father Reginald Udou;j officiating, with burial at St.
Mary’s Cemetery, under the direction of Shaffer Funeral Home.

Serving as pallbearers will be Daniel Tull, Nicholas Norris, Raphael Salazar,

Chance Savell, Xavier Salazar, Elijah Salazar, Tristan Salazar, and Joel David
Horne.

To leave an online memorial visit www.shafferfuneralhnomeweb.com



Cemetery Details

St. Mary's Cemetery

Altus, AR 72821

Previous Events

Rosary

JAN 5. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
5118 St Marys Ln
Altus, AR 72821

Funeral Service

JAN 6. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Catholic Church
5118 St Marys Ln
Altus, AR 72821



Tribute Wall

Maria De Jesus Salazar
January 30, 2023 at 02:28 AM
Edee, Minturn, Sherri and Norm purchased the P

eaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Maria
De Jesus Salazar.

Edee, Minturn, Sherri and Norm - January 05, 2023 at 01:33
PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Maria De Jesus Salazar.

January 05, 2023 at 01:02 PM

Prayers for the family of this beautiful woman and for all who loved
her.

Debby Molton Cravens - January 05, 2023 at 10:05 AM


https://www.shafferfuneralhomeweb.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shafferfuneralhomeweb.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shafferfuneralhomeweb.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shafferfuneralhomeweb.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.shafferfuneralhomeweb.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sorry for loss.. | know it hard right now losing a parent . | we all
know that one day when it our time we will all meet again in heaven
in the crystal sea with our savior Jesus christ . He will be wait on us
as we one through the door of glory .yall will know that she is not
hurting and worrying any more she has her wings with her father in
heaven.

Pamela Collums - January 05, 2023 at 08:13 AM

| fell in love with this precious woman many years ago when she
and her husband bought a tractor from us. | thought she was one of
the best examples of a Christian woman. | was drawn to her
immediately. My thoughts and prayers with all of you. Keep the
loving memories close to your heart.

Tonya Gossage

Tonya Gossage - January 04, 2023 at 11:38 PM
Prayers for all you guys she was such a sweet lady and always had
a hug for everyone

Sharon Rice Farnam - January 04, 2023 at 06:51 PM

Prayers for all of your family sending hugs

janie page - January 04, 2023 at 09:28 PM



She was absolutely beautiful and so lovely. She never had a harsh
word for anyone. Prayers that you all are at peace as she is finally in
her Heavenly reward with the precious family that has gone before.

The Dryer Family is sending prayers love and hugs during the following
weeks. Rest in love dear momma

shannon Dryer Crabill - January 04, 2023 at 09:51 PM

Dear Juanita and family, | am so sorry to hear of your Mothers passing.
| pray for Gods love and comfort to surround you all during this hard
time

ann haberer calaway - January 05, 2023 at 11:25 PM



